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Pillars of sustainability:  Economic…

…the requirement for 
the city to sustain its 

competitive position and 
thrive in business terms
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Pillars of sustainability: Environmental

…about the 'physical 
envelope' , and the 
‘footprint’ of the city
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…quality of life, good public 
health, tackling deprivation 

and inequality,  
an attractive place to live

Pillars of sustainability:  Social
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Pillars of sustainability:  Institutional…

… supporting role to the 
other ‘pillars’ – creating 

sustainable institutions and 
governance mechanisms
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The Human Factor
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Cityscape
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Investing in 
Sustainable Cities

Governance – creation of city-based Infrastructure Investment 
Boards (IIB), with a life outside national and local political cycles. 

Finance – city-based City Investment Funds to draw finance into 
a city-focused investment vehicle.

Investment appraisal – public and private sectors need to think 
about the tools they use to assess return on investment.
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Change will be evolutionary 

Current strategies are a ‘best guess’

A successful city of the future needs to be 

well positioned already, in today’s terms 

The city today is the basic building 
material available for the city of the future

What will change over the next few 

decades is the availability of resources 

and what we do with the waste 

Technology is a vital ingredient

The City of the Future
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